iJ4                           STORM  OVER  THE  LAND
God's sake and your country's sake, come out of Washington.. . Come West;
take to yourself the whole Mississippi Valley. Let us make it dead-sure, and
I tell yon the Atlantic slope and Pacific shores will follow its destiny as sure
as the limbs of a tree live or die with the main trunk . . . Here lies the seat of
coming empire/ Sherman knew that for Grant, as for himself, the war was
for a river and the point of whether that river should belong to one or several
nations. Also both of them knew that political forces in Washington could
hamstring the best of commanders.
Grant travelled towards WasMngton. His intention was (for Sherman had
read him right) to return to Chattanooga and make that his headquarters,
unless what he saw and heard in Washington told him he must stay East.
On March pth the Cabinet, Halleck, Nicolay, and a few others assembled
to hear two little speeches that were telegraphed to the wide world.
Lincoln, facing Grant, read four sentences; 'General Grant, The nation's
appreciation of what you have done, and its reliance upon you for what re-
mains to do, in the existing great struggle, are now presented, with this
commission, constituting you lieutenant-general in the Army of the United
States. With this high honour devolves upon you also a corresponding
responsibility. As the country herein trusts you, so, under God, it will
sustain you. I scarcely need add, that with what I here speak for the nation,
goes my own hearty personal concurrence.'
Grant held a half-sheet of note paper. On it was a hurried lead-pencil
scrawl. And he wasn't sure what he had written to read off to the important
though small audience. 'His embarrassment was evident and extreme/ noted
Nicolay. *He found Ms own writing very difficult to read/ The Speech,
however, as he finally made the grade, fitted Grant. He read, facing Lincoln,
Ms three-sentence response: *Mr. President, I accept the commission, with
gratitude for the high honour conferred. With the aid of the noble armies that
have fought in so many fields for our common country, it will be my earnest
endeavour not to disappoint your expectations. I feel the full weight of the
responsibilities devolving on me; and I know that if they are met, it will be
due to those armies, and above all to the favour of that Providence which
leads both nations and men/
The two leaders then had a short talk. Grant asked what special service
was required of Mm. The President replied/ noted Nicolay, *that the country
wmted Mm to take Bjchmond; he said our generals had not been fortunate
ktdbeir efforts ift that direction and asked if die lieutenant-general could do
it Giant, without hesitation, answered that he could if he had the troops,
Tibese tie President assured him he should have. There was not one word said
as to what route tx> Richmond should be chosen/